
Fifth Sunday of Lent (A) 

John's Gospel has a special word for the miracles of Jesus. It calls them signs. The miracles of 

Jesus have two dimensions, and we only fully appreciate what's happening if we manage to 

glimpse both dimensions of the same events.  

 

At the everyday level the miracles tell of life-transforming events for individuals: enabling the 

blind to see, the crippled to walk, a dead man to walk. But at another level of meaning they 

point to something much bigger. In this dimension the miracles open up for us the meaning of 

the final events of the Gospel story to which they all point forward; those world-transforming 

and cosmically significant events of Jesus' death and resurrection.  

 

Let’s look at today’s miracle or sign – the raising of Lazarus. Even at the obvious, everyday 

level, this story is remarkable. It's a story of Jesus' love for his friends. It's a story of the sorrow 

that death brings to any family or group of friends. It's a story full of human emotion, in which 

no one is more distressed than Jesus himself. And because he loves his friends, Jesus acts with 

divine power and authority to transform their situation. Jesus brings Lazarus back to life.  

 

When I say that this is the everyday level, I don’t mean of course that this sort of thing 

happens every day. But it is to the level of everyday life that Lazarus returns when he walks 

out of the tomb and shakes off the grave clothes.  

 

The raising of Lazarus is a miracle that we all might wish for our loved ones when they die, and 

when we’re left standing at their graves weeping, but it is no more than the restoration of life 

as it was before death destroyed it. Lazarus resuscitated is as mortal, and subject to death, as 

you and I and our loved ones are. There’s more to this miracle than the surface dimension.  

 

This is the miracle of Jesus which most foreshadows the meaning of that death and 

resurrection, the miracle that tells us most about what those world-transforming events will 

mean.  

 

As stupendous as the resuscitation of a dead man is, it serves to point to something much 

greater than a temporary reprieve from death. It points to the swallowing up of death for 

ever, and a walking free from the bonds of death forever, through the death and resurrection 

of Jesus Christ. At Bethany Jesus’ love for Lazarus brought Lazarus back to life; at Calvary 

Jesus’ love for all men and women brings us a gift that is far beyond death’s reach. The 

passage through death to life, to which the raising of Lazarus is but a prelude, we prepare to 

celebrate once again in the liturgies of Holy Week - albeit very differently this year - the 

passage the leads us out of our state of spiritual death to life in God. 
 

 



Bidding prayers  

Celebrant: As the time of Christ’s suffering and death draws nearer, let us ask the Father 

to lead us through the dark moments of the Passover of his Son to the glory of his 

Resurrection.   

  

Let us pray for the holy Church of God: that she may be defended from the snares of her 

enemies through the Holy Spirit, who makes his home in her. 

Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 

At this time of global crisis, let us pray for all the peoples of the world: that we may all be 

gathered into the Father’s kingdom through the prayers of Christians scattered in every 

nation.  

Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 

Let us pray for the sick and the dying and for all those caring for them: that they may pass 

peacefully and confidently through the gates of death to meet him who is the Way, the 

Resurrection and the Life.  

Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 

Let us pray for those who mourn, especially for those who are unable to attend the funeral 

of a loved one: that the Christ who wept for Lazarus his friend may console them in their 

grief. 

Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 

Let us pray for the faithful departed, especially for those who have died recently, Bridie 

Piercy and Brian Kelly, and for those whose anniversaries of death occur at this time: that 

the Lord may unbind them and let them go free into the kingdom of his glory.  

Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 

 

In a moment of silence we bring to the Lord of all consolation our own prayers and 

intentions. 

 

The priest concludes the prayers. 

 

God our Father, your Son is our peace and his Cross the sign of reconciliation: help us, 

who share the broken bread, to bring together what is scattered and to bind up what is 

wounded, that Christ may bring in the everlasting kingdom of his peace; who lives and 

reigns, for ever and ever. 

 

 


