
Easter Sunday 

 

When all of the sightings of the risen Jesus, and testimonies, were finally assembled in the 

New Testament, the contradictions and confusions were not edited out.  

 

They’re all there for us to read, as evidence that something overwhelming happened that 

morning, so overwhelming that we’re still today trying to get our heads and hearts around 

it.  

 

 

Where do we go looking for evidence?  

 

There are still a lot of Thomases in our midst who want to touch and see physical things. If 

they could only finally prove that the Shroud of Turin really did wrap up the body of Jesus 

and tell the story in a programme on the History Channel. Who knows what the next 

generation of carbon dating and DNA matches will produce?  

 

But that’s the easy option, and not the option of faith. 

 

Soon before his death, Jesus told his friends that he would be leaving them physically, but 

will be staying with them personally. Through the Spirit he leaves them with, he will be in 

them and with them.  

 

And here on this Easter morning, that promise is made good.  

 

The disciples see him and then they don’t, in a hundred different ways,  

 

but it becomes very clear, very quickly - whatever they see or don’t see - that he is with 

them,  

 

mysteriously but vividly present, alive in their midst.  

 

 

And that doesn’t depend on physical evidence; it depends on people who experience him 

to be present, alongside, around, ahead;  

 

people who recognise him in the breaking of bread,  

 

people who hear him in the proclamation of the scriptures, 

 

people who experience him in the communion and fellowship of the Church. 



   

 

The evidence today – for those who need it - depends not on shrouds and carbon dating, 

not on the forensic piecing together of available data, 

 

but on US as descendants of the first disciples.  

 

We are the evidence that the resurrection is true. 

 

 

Our life together here and our lives changed for being here    are the compelling 

affirmation that Jesus who was crucified, dead and buried, is alive again and present in 

our world. 

 

 

The first disciples weren’t any better than we are at seeing the risen Christ who stands 

before us and walks ahead of us. 

 

They weren’t any braver or smarter, any less self-absorbed and preoccupied.  

 

 

For all their fumbling and bumbling, rushing to and fro, they managed to see enough and 

believe enough to change the world.  

 

And we can do the same;  

 

our lives can say with the first disciples and with all Christians ever since:  

 

The Lord is risen. The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Prayer of the Faithful 

 

Gathered to celebrate the mysteries of our redemption, let us ask almighty God that the 

whole world may be watered from these springs of all blessing and life. 

 

Let us pray that Christ will shed his glorious light on all Christian people, that we may live 

as those who believe in the triumph of the Cross. 

Let us pray for those who later this year will receive the new life of Christ in Baptism, 

especially for Euan: that dying with Christ, they may know the power of his resurrection. 

Let us pray for all whom we know and love: that their eyes may be opened to see the glory 

of the risen Lord. 

Let us pray for those who suffer pain and anguish, especially those bereaved by the 

coronavirus: that they may have the faith to reach towards the healing wounds of Christ 

and be filled with his peace. 

Let us pray for those who have died in the hope of the resurrection: especially for Bridgie 

Piercy, Brian Kelly, Aloysius McCooey, Doreen Winstone and Geoffrey Kirk who have died 

recently: that they will be brought rejoicing to celebrate the eternal Eastertide of heaven. 

In a moment of silence let us bring our own prayers to the God of our salvation. 

 

Almighty God, who called your Church to bear witness that you were in Christ reconciling the 

world to yourself: help us so to proclaim the good news of your love, that all who hear it may 

be drawn to you; through him who was lifted up on the Cross, and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

 

 

 

 


