
The Easter Vigil 

 

What we’re celebrating tonight is something more than an event for a handful of people,  

 

more than a moment in history that will be overtaken by other bigger moments.  

 

Something as big as the universe,  

as long as eternity,  

as important as the first day of creation is going on here. 

 

 

Look to where the liturgy is directing us.  Right back to the start.  

 

The Church offers us, in the Easter Vigil readings, a panoramic view of the whole trajectory of 

salvation history,  

 

starting with creation, 

 

and the fall of man and woman, 

 

passing through the election and the liberation of Israel,  

 

to the testimony of the prophets, 

 

each reading taking us by the hand and leading us towards Christ,  

 

through whom and for whom all things exist, 

and through whose dying and rising all darkness has been conquered. 

 

From Genesis through the Old and New Testaments, God’s marvellous plan is unfolded. 

 

Easter is not a stand-alone story.  

 

It’s meant to be heard as the culmination of all that Jewish heritage behind it, and all that 

creation story billions of years old behind that.  

 

In this Jerusalem garden, on the first day of the week, out of the void of death and despair, 

new life, new creation, emerges again.  

 

 



 

And yet the resurrection of Jesus Christ is profoundly personal at the same time. 

 

I hope that as we hear the proclamation that JESUS ROSE AGAIN this Easter, our hearts will be 

warmed as we realise that Resurrection involves us personally with Christ  

 

And that our resurrection is not be something we are vaguely waiting for after we die,  

but is part of who we are now in God’s love through our Baptism.   

 

The Easter Vigil proclaims that the resurrection is both cosmic: "Exult, let them exult, the hosts 

of heaven”  

 

And it’s personal:  “this night dispels wickedness, washes faults away, restores innocence to 

the fallen.” 

 

We stand in the light of the risen Christ tonight, and with the whole of creation joyfully 

proclaim:  

 

Alleluia, Christ is risen 

he is risen indeed, Alleluia 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Prayer of the Faithful 

 

Tonight we celebrate the mysteries of our redemption; let us ask almighty God that the 

whole world may be watered from these springs of all blessing and life. 

 

Let us pray for the whole Church on this night of the Lord’s triumph: that the resurrection 

fire kindled this night might spread through the darkness of an unbelieving world with 

irresistible power.   

Lord, hear us. All: Lord, graciously hear us. 

 

Let us pray for all those who will now be baptised later in the year, especially for Euan, 

and for all of us consecrated to Christ: that we may truly die to sin, trusting that we will 

share in his triumph. 

Lord, hear us. All: Lord, graciously hear us. 

 

Let us pray that Jesus, who is the Paschal Lamb upon our altar, may in this Eucharist 

create in each of us a new heart and a new spirit, perfectly attuned to his own heart.  

Lord, hear us. All: Lord, graciously hear us. 

 

Let us pray for those living in the shadow of disease, the fear of disease: that in this 

paschal mystery God will bring peace out of all humanity’s struggles and disorders.  

Lord, hear us. All: Lord, graciously hear us. 

 

Let us pray for all the dead who were signed with the cross of Christ, especially for Bridgie 

Piercy, Brian Kelly, Aloysius McCooey, Doreen Winstone and Geoffrey Kirk, who have died 

recently: that the power of his glorious resurrection may bring them to the rejoicing of the 

eternal Eastertide. 

Lord, hear us. All: Lord, graciously hear us. 

 

Let us ask our Blessed Lady to pray with us and for us, as we say: Hail Mary… 

 

Almighty God, who called your Church to bear witness that you were in Christ reconciling 

the world to yourself: help us to proclaim the good news of your love, that all who hear it 

may be drawn to you; through him who was lifted up on the cross, and reigns with you in 

the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

 
 


