
Maundy Thursday 

Mass of the Lord’s Supper 

 

Tonight we are remembering the words and the actions of Jesus on the night before his 

death.  

 

And for us Christians they are immensely significant and precious words and actions, which 

we’d never want to forget. 

 

 

But the sense of our remembering is not so much like jogging our memory about what we did 

last week, or what so and so said to us a few days ago. 

 

This is a much more profound remembering,  

like the remembering of the Jews at Passover,  

when God’s deliverance of his people from Egypt is made real and present year after year by 

the physical sharing of a meal and a story. 

 

For us to remember in this way tonight is to quite literally make those saving events in the life 

of Jesus and in the history of the world,  

present to us in this moment. 

 

 

We remember two of Jesus’ commands tonight.  

 

 

1. The first has to do with the celebration of the Holy Eucharist.  

 

We remember tonight how Jesus was sitting with his disciples at table; 

 

how he took bread and wine,  

 

how he gave thanks to God, 

 

and held it before his disciples 

 

saying that it was his body and his blood.   

 

He commanded them that they (and we) are to do the same, in remembrance of him;  

 



not simply to remember Christ in our head,  

 

but to make him present again - to be in communion with him in the most intimate way 

possible.  

 

“Do this,” Jesus says.      And we do it, believing him to be really and tangibly present, as his 

body and blood becomes part of our own body and blood,  

 

as we “take him in,” under the forms of bread and wine. 

2. The second command of Jesus that we remember this evening is the command to love 

one another as he loves us.  

 

Jesus knelt on the floor in front of each disciple in turn.  

 

One by one, the water of his love washed over the feet of each disciple.  

 

No one is left out: Judas, Peter, the ones who say nothing, all are washed; all are loved. 

 

By Christ’s example and command we are to remove the shoes and socks of one another,  

 

to receive their feet - their life - into our hands, and serve them.  

 

This is the way of Christ, this is the new way of love, 

 

not just for tonight, but every day. 

 

 

On this evening of intense remembering we are brought intensely close to Christ. 

 

As we leave this upper room shortly,  

 

let’s watch and pray, 

 

that the bonds of love forged here will always hold us firm as Christ’s friends  

 

and as friends of one another, as we remain obedient to his commands to        do as I have 

done. 

 

 

 



The Prayer of the Faithful 

 

Let us pray for all those who walk with Christ Crucified and for the world he came to save. 

 

Let us pray for our bishops and priests, whose ordination was instituted at the Last 

Supper: that their lives of priestly service may continue to flow from the Eucharist, which 

they offer in the person of Christ.   

Lord, hear us. All: Lord, graciously hear us. 

 

Let us pray that Our Lord’s humility and self-emptying may continue in our reverence and 

devotion for one another, especially the poor and unloved among us.  

Lord, hear us. All: Lord, graciously hear us. 

 

Let us pray for the sick, the lonely, the poor, and for all NHS workers: that this night of 

love and suffering may draw them into communion with Jesus who is the remedy for all 

their wounds.  

Lord, hear us. All: Lord, graciously hear us. 

 

Let us pray for all of us who take part in this Eucharist spiritually tonight, remembering 

vividly that hour when Christ showed us the very depths of his love: that we might 

express our gratitude to him with lives of fidelity and service.  

Lord, hear us. All: Lord, graciously hear us. 

 

Let us pray for our departed loved ones, who while on earth ate the divine Bread and 

drank from the sacred Chalice, especially Bridgie Piercy, Brian Kelly and Aloysius 

McCooey: that they may now share Christ’s victory over death in heaven.  

Lord, hear us. All: Lord, graciously hear us. 

 

In a moment of silence let us pray to the God of our salvation. 

 

 

Hail Mary. 

 

Be present, O Lord, to your people at prayer, so that what they do not have the confidence 

or presumption to ask, they may obtain by the merits of your Son’s Passion. Who lives and 

reigns for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

 
 

 


