
On Palm Sunday morning there were more than likely two processions into Jerusalem. 

 

One of them symbolized Roman domination. We know from secular histories that it was 

the custom each year in the days before the Jewish Passover for the Roman governor to 

make a triumphal entry to Jerusalem – a deliberate display of military might to remind the 

Jewish pilgrims that Rome was in charge. 

 

On the other side of the city, down from the Mount of Olives came Jesus and his humble 

procession – no pomp, no ceremony, dressed simply like the people, riding on the back of 

a donkey and followed by his disciples drawn from amongst the peasants and the 

common people.  This procession proclaimed a very different kingdom - an empire ruled 

by love, justice, compassion and freedom. 

 

Where do we find ourselves in these scenes on THIS Palm Sunday?   

 

Are we part of that band of disciples following Jesus, aware that we are on a collision 

course with the values of our secular culture?  

 

Or are we standing at the other city gate, dazzled by power, attracted to wealth, wanting 

to identify with the victors, not the vanquished. 

 

The truth is that most of us are probably part of both processions – wanting to follow 

Jesus but not fully understanding, or readily embracing, his ways;  

 

hailing him as our Saviour King one moment;  denying, betraying and crucifying him the 

next.  

 

 

Jesus sees and knows the flawed humanity that surrounds him on THIS Palm Sunday 

 

But he sees it and forgives it,  as he travels the road to his confrontation with the powers 

of this world and his saving death. 

 

With all our mixed motives and confused allegiances we pray that we’ll learn this Holy 

Week to open our hearts just a little bit more to the Servant King 

 

and give our lives for Him    just as surely as He gave His life for us.  

 

 

 

 



Prayer of the Faithful 

 

Let us pray for all those who walk with Christ Crucified and for the world he came to save. 

 

Let us pray for the whole Church, uniting with one heart and voice to escort our Saviour 

with palms and praises into the Holy City: that we may follow him faithfully to the end. 

Lord, hear us.   All: Lord, graciously hear us. 

 

Let us pray for all who believe in Christ: that we may all come to perfect unity in Christ, 

who heals every division. 

Lord, hear us.   All: Lord, graciously hear us. 

 

Let us pray that we will empty ourselves like Christ: so as to be raised on high by the 

Father. 

Lord, hear us.   All: Lord, graciously hear us. 

 

Let us pray for the courage to look long and steadily at our crucified God, who speaks his 

divine love to the terrible suffering our world is experiencing. 

Lord, hear us.   All: Lord, graciously hear us. 

 

Let us pray for all the intentions we bring to this Holy Sacrifice: for all who have asked our 

prayers  - the sick, the isolated, the fearful - and for our beloved departed ones. 

Lord, hear us.   All: Lord, graciously hear us. 

 

 

 

Gracious Father, you gave up your Son out of love for the world: lead us to ponder the 

mysteries of his passion, that we may know eternal peace through the shedding of our 

Saviour's blood, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

 

 

   
 

 


