
6th Sunday of Easter  2020 

Homily 

 

Imagine Saint Peter writing those words from our second reading today, from what we 

know as his First Letter, as his mind drifted back to the hour of Jesus’ arrest and trial.  

Peter had faced a challenge to his faith—and had failed that challenge miserably. He knew 

from first-hand experience exactly how it felt to have his faith collapse under the weight of 

outside pressure.  

 

Peter’s life-changing experience, no doubt, was why he urged every Christian to “reverence 

Christ as Lord in your hearts, and always be ready to make a defence to anyone who calls 

you to account for the hope that is in you.” 

 

Our life as Christians is always going to provoke questions. Someone will always ask us what 

we believe that makes us live the way we do and WHY we believe it?  

 

Now you might say, "I’m going to be a silent witness to my faith. I’m not going to preach the 

gospel; I’m going to live the gospel." And without doubt, living the gospel is essential – 

we’ve been hearing just this last week Jesus’ commandment to love as he has loved us -  

with an active love that entails a practical dimension, not an abstract love that might be 

described as a continuing mood of generosity towards others.  

 

But part of living and acting involves speaking. Like St Peter after Pentecost we should 

show with our life and tell with our lips what our faith is all about - what God has done - 

and what it means to us. 

 

That doesn’t mean that we have to stand up and preach a sermon outside the supermarket 

and harangue people as they go about their shopping. But it does mean that we need to be 

able to respond to the honest doubts and questions that people put to us about our faith, 

 

Nor does it mean that we need a PhD in theology to be good and faithful Christians. But it 

does mean that we can’t buy into the myth that faith doesn’t require reason and 

knowledge and thinking.  

 

Those who question us will probably forgive us for not having the polished answer to their 

questions; but they’re likely to dismiss our faith as a joke or childish fantasy if we have no 

answer to give them at all. 

 



We shouldn’t think that everybody who questions is actively opposed to our faith – there 

ARE some aggressive atheists and secularists out there who would eradicate the world of all 

religion, as well as people of other faiths intolerant of faiths not their own - but there are 

many more sympathetic people who have genuine questions about the church and 

Christianity. They will be very disappointed if we are unable to respond to their questions, 

and unlikely to be persuaded of the truth of Christianity and stake their lives on it if we 

can’t meet their objections.  

 

There are also a large number of people who have walked away from Christianity and the 

Church as young adults and students because they are asking honest, genuine questions 

which are not being met with honest, rational answers. If we fail to hear the questions and 

respond, then they’ll keep their questions to themselves and eventually disappear from our 

churches. 

 

Always be ready to make a defence to anyone who calls you to account for the hope that 

is in you. 

 

Whoever it is that is calling on us – atheist friend, Christian child, God-fearing colleague, we 

shouldn’t be offended, or belligerant; or argumentative or arrogant; we shouldn’t have a 

"holier than thou attitude," or look down on them,  but instead gently and confidently 

share the hope that is in us. Tell them that we look to Jesus as the fundamental answer to 

the deepest questions in our lives. Share with them how Jesus Christ has changed your life. 

Our calling is to speak the truth, to sow the seeds, and the Spirit of Truth will draw them to 

the Father. 

 

 

Prayer of the Faithful 

 

Let us bring our intercessions for the Church and the world before the throne of God.  

 

Let us pray for the universal Church, especially today for the Eastern Catholic churches: that 

God will bless them in their witness and hardships. 

Lord, hear us.  Lord, graciously hear us. 

 

Let us pray for the leaders of the Church: that the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, will be with 

them in their work of teaching and preaching the Gospel.  

Lord, hear us.  Lord, graciously hear us. 

 



Let us pray for those who feel paralyzed or hampered in their work for peace and justice: 

that they may be freed and given the power of the Risen One and his Holy Spirit.  

Lord, hear us.  Lord, graciously hear us. 

 

Let us pray that we may be willing and ready to share with others the reason for our hope, 

gently and with reverence.  

Lord, hear us.  Lord, graciously hear us. 

 

Let us pray for all those children who were due to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation in 

our parish today: that the Holy Spirit may fall on them with grace and blessing as they look 

forward to a date later in the year.  

Lord, hear us.  Lord, graciously hear us. 

 

Let us pray for all who have asked us to pray for them; for the sick, the poor, the bereaved, 

and the struggling: that each one may have cause to say: “Blessed be God who rejected not 

my prayer nor removed his merciful love from me.” 

Lord, hear us.  Lord, graciously hear us. 

 

Let us pray for our beloved departed ones, especially for those who have died recently, 

among them Andrew Gardner and Ann Cullen, who have died recently: that the Lord may 

reveal himself to them in the glory of heaven.  

Lord, hear us.  Lord, graciously hear us. 

 

In a moment of stillness let us lift up our hearts to the Father in silent prayer. 

Silence. 

 

Eternal God, whose Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life: grant us to walk in his 

way, to rejoice in his truth, and to share his risen life; who is alive and reigns, now and for 

ever. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


