
7th Sunday of Easter 

(Sunday between Ascension and Pentecost) 

 

Homily 

With hundreds of millions of people under lockdown around the world, telecommunication 

has rocketed. Broadband capacity has been increased, mobile phones are being worked 

harder than ever, and the word Zoom has entered our daily vocabulary in a whole new 

way!  

Everybody has been learning to connect in new ways: hosting virtual parties, online quizzes, 

happy hours (I haven’t tried that one yet!) and reunions with friends who haven’t been in 

touch for decades. Colleagues have been videoconferencing each other and teachers their 

students. Churches and parishes have been forced to brush up their communications so 

that we can somehow stay in touch as a church family. 

We’re all realising the importance and the power of communication. Even just a quick text 

to say ‘I love you’, or a tweet to ask how things are, or a phone call just so that a family 

member distanced by COVID-19 can hear your voice for a few minutes, we’re realising 

makes the world of difference. 

Today we give thanks to God, and pray for, those people who work in the media of 

communications in and on behalf of the Church., especially those who are working extra 

hard at the moment to connect Christians who can’t be together for public worship and 

face to face fellowship. Even in normal times the work of Catholic communications is a 

vitally important element of the Church’s work of evangelization and of shedding light on 

our Church and on our faith. 

You know as well as I do that sadly many people have a negative image of the Catholic 

Church,  

perhaps because deep-rooted prejudices of former generations and times stubbornly 

persist;  

or because they have a perception of the Church that is really a caricature of the Church 

and the Catholic faith, which like all caricatures accentuates certain features – usually the 

less attractive ones - but distorts the whole;  

or perhaps they’ve been taught the Catholic faith badly, as if it were nothing more than a 

set of rules and disciplines to be followed, and opted out as soon as they could; or have 

seen it lived that way by others, and concluded that other ways are more life-giving.  

Others, whilst they have a sense that the Church is a good thing consisting of many good 

people and doing lots of good work, are unable to see beyond the grievous sins and 

hypocrisy of some of its members. 

 



Catholic communications helps all these people, and the many others who know nothing of 

the Church and Jesus Christ through no fault of their own, to discover what the Church 

really is, and the Good News she has for the world. It helps us play our part too in 

communicating who we are and the Good News we carry and want to share. 

Today’s Bible readings remind us though that none of this is possible without the power 

contained in the most immediate tool of communication we have at our disposal: PRAYER, 

the ongoing conversation we have with God. 

In our first reading from the Acts of the Apostles Jesus has just ascended to his Father and 

the apostles are on their own. He’s told them to stay in Jerusalem, where they will be 

“baptized with the Holy Spirit.” They have no idea what this means, what will happen next, 

or how they will even begin to carry out the great commission to take the Good News to 

the ends of the earth. Yet, at the moment of greatest uncertainty, the disciples turned to 

the one thing they knew could help them.  As the scripture puts it: “They devoted 

themselves with one accord to prayer.” 

They couldn’t possibly have imagined what was to come – or the astounding history that 

would unfold:  the millions of lives that would be changed by Pentecost, across thousands 

of years.  The churches built, the communities formed, the good works performed, in the 

name of Jesus Christ. 

We are a part of that, and if things don’t seem any less uncertain for us today and our 

future is clouded, then we should do the only thing the apostles could do: PRAY. 

Our indispensable communication with God – our ongoing conversation with him – 

individually and collectively, is what gives us hope. We don’t know what will come next, but 

we wait and watch and pray that God the Holy Spirit and set the world ablaze again through 

us. 

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful 

And kindle in them the fire of your love. 

Send forth your Spirit and they shall be created 

And you shall renew the face of the earth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Prayer of the Faithful 

 

In the power of the Spirit and in union with Christ let us pray to the Father. 

 

Let us pray that the Church will bring all her children to eternal life by knowing the true God 

and the one he has sent, our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Lord, in your mercy. Hear our prayer. 

 

Let us pray that we will devote ourselves to prayer for the promised gift of the Holy Spirit, 

in the company of Mary, our Mother. 

Lord, in your mercy. Hear our prayer. 

 

Let us pray for all who work in the media of communications, especially in the Church: that 

the words they use and the images they project will convey the truth of Christ and promote 

greater love for him. 

Lord, in your mercy. Hear our prayer. 

 

Let us pray for the poor, the lonely, the sick, the grieving, the depressed, and all who have 

asked our prayers: that the Lord will support them and console them by his union with 

them in their time of trial. 

Lord, in your mercy. Hear our prayer. 

 

Let us pray for those killed and injured in the recent plane crash in Karachi: asking for the 

dead, mercy, and for the living, relief and healing. 

Lord, in your mercy. Hear our prayer. 

 

Let us pray for all the faithful departed, especially Andrew Gardner, whose funeral takes 

place this week, and for Michael Lowe and Joanna Bazen who have died recently: that they 

may dwell in the house of the Lord and behold his sweetness in the kingdom of heaven. 

Lord, in your mercy. Hear our prayer. 

 

Silence 

Almighty God, who sent your Holy Spirit to be the life and light of your Church: open our 

hearts to the riches of your grace, that we may bring forth the fruit of the Spirit in love and 

joy and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 



 

 


