
17th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

Homily 

 

In the thirteenth chapter of St. Matthew’s gospel Jesus is going through a whole list of 

comparisons: the kingdom of heaven is like this, and this, and this. Today Jesus says, “’The 

kingdom of heaven is like a treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and covered up. 

Then in his joy he went and sold all that he had and bought that field.’” At the end of the 

day the man is left with nothing. And that is the point. He has given up everything he has 

for the treasure.  

 

Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls.  “When he found a 

pearl of great value, he went out and sold everything he had and bought it.’” And again the 

same kernel of truth around which this story is cast: the merchant is left with nothing - he 

has emptied his bank account, he has sold everything that he holds precious in order to get 

the pearl. 

 

Both men have done a careful cost-benefits analysis. They’ve placed the total worth of 

everything in their lives on one side of the scales, and the total value of the treasure, or the 

pearl, on the other, only to find that the benefits of possessing the treasure, the total worth 

of the pearl, far, far outweigh everything they have or could ever gain. 

 

The message of these little parables is clear: 

 

Having Christ, knowing Christ, enjoying the forgiveness that he gives,  

being adopted into his family,  

made heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ,  

being changed into his likeness from one degree of glory to another,  

being guided in all our confusions,  

comforted in all our sorrows,  

rebuked in all our wanderings,  

preserved through all our dangers,  

and brought safely home at last,  

all of that makes Jesus Christ infinitely precious, 

so precious that we can say to him, with the Psalmist,  

 

 

“Whom have I in heaven but You?   

There is nothing upon earth that I desire besides You.  



 

My flesh and my heart may fail,  

but you Lord, are the strength of my heart  

and my portion for ever.   

 

You are my treasure.  

You are the pearl of great price,  

more valuable to me than anything else I could ever possess.” 
 


