
GENERAL INFORMATION ON PUBLIC MASSES AT ALL SOULS 
▪ There will be a daily Mass at All Souls from Sunday 12 July.  

▪ Mass times will be as follows. Please note that these times are not the usual ‘pre-COVID’ times. There is 
ONE Mass on Sunday. 

 

 

PUBLIC MASS TIMES UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 

 

Sunday 10.30am      Monday 9.30am      Tuesday 9.30am      Wednesday 9.30am 

 

Thursday 7.30pm       Friday 9.30am         Saturday 9.30am 

 

Church will open 15 minutes before Mass begins. 

Stewards will clean church after every Mass. 

 
 

▪ With social distancing, the ‘capacity’ at Masses at All Souls is severely restricted. There are green 
stickers on the pews indicating where people should sit in the main body of the church. However, 
members of a household will be able to sit together in a pew, so this does increase the number of 
people able to attend a Mass. The key principle is that people from different households must be socially 
distanced. Seating in the transepts will be used if necessary. 

▪ We have very little idea of how many people will be returning to Mass at this time, and on which day. If it 
turns out that more people arrive for a Mass than can be safely accommodated, unfortunately there is no 
other option than for the stewards to ask them to come to Mass on another occasion. I’m hopeful that we 
can avoid this scenario if we spread our Mass attendance across the week.    

▪ Social distancing will be 1m+ with the obligatory use of face coverings at Mass.  

▪ Face coverings must be used in church. Please bring your own. This doesn’t have to be a mask. It can be 
a homemade covering. Government advice is that those with severe breathing difficulties are not required 
to wear face coverings. For adults who can not wear face coverings the advice is that they stay well 
distanced from others. Government advice on children wearing face coverings has been inconsistent, but 
the diocese advises that children 5+ years wear face coverings at Mass.  

▪ Hand sanitising People will be directed to sanitise their hands on entering and leaving church with 
alcohol-based wash.  

▪ Please follow the stewards’ instructions. They are not being bossy. They have been asked to give 
guidance and instructions to keep everyone as safe as possible. Thank you for your co-operation. 

▪ Toilets will be accessible for emergencies only. To open them more widely is very labour-intensive, as 
they would have to be cleaned regularly and after every Mass. Thank you for your understanding. 

▪ All Masses will be live streamed. Data protection information relating to the live streaming of a Mass with 
a congregation is on our website, displayed in church and below. 

▪ People with COVID symptoms are asked not to attend the church please. If you live with people who 
have symptoms please do not to attend church.  

▪ Vulnerable people Government advice is still that people deemed more vulnerable than others should 
limit their social contact. Please make an informed decision on whether you come to Mass or not. 



WHAT CAN I EXPECT WHEN I COME TO MASS? 
 

Inevitably things will be a bit different for a while. 

 

Before Mass 

Church will have been cleaned ready for each Mass. 

Church will open 15 minutes before Mass begins. 

Please use the main car park around the back of church unless you really need to park closer to the entrance. 

Please observe the queueing system indicated outside of church, observing social distancing. Please be mindful 
of traffic using the driveway. 

Please follow the stewards’ instructions. 

Please use the hand sanitiser in the porch. 

Please observe the one-way system through the church.  

Holy water stoups will remain empty. 

The piety shop will not be open (please contact Fr Paul if you need a Mass card). 

It is possible to light votive candles by the Sacred Heart chapel and the Lady Chapel. Please use a single-use 
disposable taper provided and dispose of it in the sand bucket. 

Please do not touch the statues. 

 

During Mass 

Each Mass will last approximately 30 minutes. An important factor in reducing risk of transmission of the virus is 
minimising the time we spend in contact with others.  

There will be no singing. 

There will be no shared hymn books/missalettes. 

There will be no altar servers or eucharistic ministers.  

The Prayer of the Faithful (Bidding Prayers) will be omitted. 

There will be no offertory procession. Monetary offerings can be placed in any of the money slots in church. 

There will be no physical Sign of Peace. 

 

Holy Communion  

The altar breads for distribution to the people will be placed in a clean ciborium with a lid. The lid will be removed 
only at Holy Communion.  

After the words, “Behold the Lamb of God…Lord I am not worthy,” the priest will hold up the Host to the 
congregation and say, “The Body of Christ”, to which people respond, “Amen”. In the same way he will elevate 
the chalice and say, “The Blood of Christ”, to which people respond, “Amen”.  

The priest will receive Holy Communion from his own host and from the chalice. 



Once the priest has received Holy Communion, he will sanitise his hands before the distribution of Holy 
Communion to the congregation. He will also wear a face mask during the distribution of Holy Communion. 

Stewards will direct people to Holy Communion. Please wait in your place until instructed to move forward.   

Please approach Holy Communion in single file down the centre aisle, observing social distancing. 

During the distribution of Holy Communion the priest will stand on one side of the altar rail, the communicant on 
the other. Please approach with arms at “full stretch” so that there is a good distance between priest and 
communicant. 

Because the people have acclaimed the Lord’s Presence together earlier, Holy Communion will be distributed 
in silence with no dialogue between priest and communicant (see above). 

Holy Communion will be in one kind only i.e. the Host. There will be no distribution of the Precious Blood from 
the chalice. We ask for the understanding of those who customarily receive under both kinds. 

Holy Communion is to be received in the hand only. We ask for the understanding of those who customarily 
receive the Host on the tongue.  

Any blessings will be given without physical contact. 

Please return to your place using the side aisles, not the centre aisle. 

In the nave (left): 

 

In the nave (right): 

 

In Our Lady’s seating: 

 

In the Sacred Heart seating: 

 



After Mass 

The exit is via the left hand porch (Our Lady’s side of church), not via the main porch. 

Please leave the building safely. The stewards will direct people at this point. 

Please leave the exit clear for people to leave the building safely. 

Please be mindful of traffic using the driveway as you leave church. 

The church will be closed again after Mass and cleaned. 

 


