
21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

Homily 

The giving of keys in these biblical passages in Isaiah and Matthew resonates easily with the 

giving of keys in our own culture. When a parent gives his child the keys to the family car, 

the child recognizes this as the giving of authority over the use of the car, at least for a 

while.  

 

Unfortunately Jesus’ giving of the keys to the kingdom of heaven to Peter conjures up in 

our minds those many cartoons that portray St. Peter monitoring the pearly gates, allowing 

some people in, and others not. That association is the source of some great humour, but it 

distracts us from the biblical meaning of “keys to the kingdom of heaven.”  

“The kingdom of heaven”, what the other Gospel writers call the “Kingdom of God“ is the 

Reign of God inaugurated by Jesus during his earthly ministry, the gathering of disciples 

who respond and submit to the reign of God on earth. This is what Jesus teaches us to pray 

for when we say “thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven!”  

Entering that kingdom on earth does eventually lead to entering the divine realm we call 

Heaven, but the authority given to Simon Peter is a divinely-given authority that he 

exercises on earth. “Whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven; and whatever 

you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.”  

 

Taking this language seriously helps us to understand that the institutional reality of the 

church is essential to Christian faith.  

We know what people mean when they say, “I’m spiritual, not religious.” I take God and 

the spiritual aspect of my nature seriously, but I have trouble relating to official church 

structures and external practices. 

But today’s Gospel reading reminds us that Jesus established a Church – a community of 

believers who are to work out our collective salvation and bring others into the fullness of 

God’s kingdom, in the context of God-given earthly authority.  

The institution of the Church is not perfect, our leaders are not perfect, the Holy Father, like 

Peter, is not perfect. But all are essential and God-given. We should thank God today for 

giving us the Church and pray for Pope Francis, that he will lead the Church in the 

unchanging faith of the apostles by speaking the truth of the Gospel clearly, and defend her 

against the gates of Hades.  

 


