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Preserved forever before the face of God, freed from the corruption of the grave, Mary not 

only fulfills her great destiny – but also offers us a beautiful glimpse of our own destiny. This 

is what God wants for us. This is His desire and design for us. 

 

When we celebrate the assumption we are really celebrating the whole story of God-with-

us. Mary assumed into heaven is not a disembodied spirit. The actual belief or dogma 

associated with today’s feast is that Our Lady, at the end of her life, was taken into God’s 

company, body and soul. Today's celebration asks us to imagine that a human being in her 

body, not just her soul, now lives in the eternity of God we call ‘heaven.’  

 

She remains the real woman of flesh and blood. She is the mother whose life is centred 

always on her son. She is both the girl who carried Jesus in her womb and the older woman 

who held the dead body of her son in her arms after he was taken down from the cross. She 

is the one who told the servants at the wedding at Cana, “Do whatever he tells you.” She is 

the one to whom Jesus had said of the beloved disciple (and of us), 'Woman, behold, your 

son!'   

 

The state of glory of being soul and body in the presence of God won’t occur immediately 

for us, as it did for Mary. For us there will be a gap between our entering God’s presence at 

the time of our death and the final resurrection of our bodies at the end of history that we 

profess in the Creed.  But what Mary is, we will become. 

 

To look at Mary is to see God’s original plan for humanity. Her assumption reminds us that 

God created us as persons for himself to be with him for all eternity. It says that both soul 

and body belong in the presence of God; both our souls and our bodies are holy. God and 

bodies are not opposites or enemies. Bodies are not ‘mere’ bodies, not inferior housing for 

a superior soul; not to be escaped from, dispensed with, or despised. Therefore we should 

love and honour soul and body because God loves and honours them both and cares 

infinitely what we do with them.  

 

Today we join in Mary’s happiness. And we look forward to the day when we too can share 

it with her. In the meantime, we ask her to remember us as we continue our journey on 

earth and to intercede for us with her Son that we remain close to him, saying with her at 

every moment, Be it done unto me according to thy word. 
 


