
25th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Homily 

This is a parable about salvation. God, like the landowner, goes out 

continually to call people to salvation. Some enter into that salvation 

early, like children at baptism. They are those who enter at 6 am.  

Others come later - those who come to conversion later on life, even 

on their deathbed, those like the good thief who change at the end.  

But to each person who dies in Christ, God gives heaven, no matter 

when they first entered. Each person receives not just a full day’s 

wage, but a full life’s wage.  

Like those in the parable, sometimes people can get upset with this. 

Cradle Catholics sometimes get a bit grumpy with converts from 

other Christian denominations or from other  religions. Who do 

these Johnny-come-latelys think they are? 

At other times, we can feel like the older brother in the parable of 

the prodigal son, when someone we knew, who spent much of their 

life on drink, sex, and rock-and-roll, comes back into the Church. 

After a good confession, it seems to us, they’re on exactly the same 

ground as we are. We can become jealous that they had the time to 

have “fun” earlier, while we were having to keep the 

commandments; upset that God gave them a second chance and 

now they’re just like we are; mad with God, thinking that he’s 

treating us unfairly. 

But let’s for a moment step out of the shoes of the jealous, 

disgruntled labourers, and put ourselves instead  in the shoes of 

another group of people in the parable – the johnny-come-lately’s, 

those who are called at 5 pm and receive a full day’s wage.  



This is the group of people Jesus wants us to relate to today! He 

wants us to be thankful for God’s generosity. He wants us to see that 

in relation to God, everything is a gift, undeserved – that it all 

belongs to him, and that when we stand before God we can’t 

demand any rights.  

God’s grace is not bestowed on us according to how much we 

deserve it - "I give to my church and I pray every day and read my 

Bible and I've even served the poor, therefore I deserve for God to be 

good to me.”   - it’s bestowed on us according to how generous and 

merciful God is. 

In the normal scheme of things today would be Home Mission 

Sunday. We might consider how we can reach out with the same 

generosity and mercy of God to those who have lapsed from the 

practice of the Christian faith –  perhaps through their own 

carelessness or choice; perhaps because the Church has 

disappointed or hurt or scandalised them. 

There is no doubt that there are many many Catholics who no longer 

have any meaningful relationship with the Church – and they need to 

know from us that however far away they have gone, they don’t 

have to prove themselves worthy before they can come back. Their 

place here, like ours, is theirs not by merit, but by grace. 

 

 

 


