
26th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

Homily 

 

I’m sure you’ve had the experience of waiting in all morning for a workman or 

delivery man… and nothing happens. One minute past midday you get on the 

phone, and you’re back to square one. Not only have you just wasted this 

morning, you now have to clear a second morning of your diary to wait in all 

over again.  We’ve all been there and it’s infuriating! 

 

Jesus tells a parable in today’s Gospel, or rather asks the religious leaders a 

question, about two men who don’t do what they say they’re going to do.  

Each in their own way tells us something about how God wants us to be. 

 

The first son refuses to work in his father’s vineyard, but later changes his mind 

– the Greek word is the same as repent: to stop going one way and go another. 

Jesus essentially identifies him with the prostitutes and tax collectors, both 

pretty disreputable types of people. But we know that Jesus had a particular 

heart for the people who had gone wrong in life. Remember the story of the 

tax collector Zacchaeus who changed his ways when Jesus spotted him up a 

tree and invited himself round for lunch?  

 

It’s not the first son’s initial refusal to work that defines him; it’s the fact that 

he did in fact go and do the work. No matter how bad a person’s life is, the 

way is always open for them to change their mind, to repent, to come back to 

God and do the right thing. In whatever ways we have offended God, the 

possibility of change, of repentance and forgiveness is always there.      

 

The second son says to his father that he’ll go and do the work, but actually 

doesn’t go. Jesus likens him to the religious people of his day – the chief priests 

and elders he’s talking to - who to their shame are being beaten into the 

Kingdom of God by the people they despise. The religious leaders say the right 

things, they look the part, but their faith is not being worked out in their lives. 

 



And this is surely a warning to today’s ‘religious’ person. We look the part. We 

know how to say the right words. Surely we must be OK with God? But what 

happens when we get home? Or when we go to work? Do our words on a 

Sunday morning match our actions, say, on a Tuesday afternoon?  Or do we 

say Yes to God’s face but then go away and our lives say No? 

 

Do we give God the words of our prayers, on the surface feeling righteous, but 

deep down knowing full well that we are not going to follow through on those 

words with our actions? In short, are we honest, authentic Christians? 

  

The second son reminds us that talk is cheap; intentions are too often little 

more than wishful thinking; appearances can be deceptive. The first son that 

Christianity is a way of being and doing, not simply our intellectual assent to a 

series of doctrines, or observance of certain rules. It is a way of living in the 

truth, sincerely and honestly, in our professional lives, in our personal 

relationships with others, and with God. 

 

Two sons, two ways of seeing what God requires. Lives of continual repentance                

and of sincere faith in action. 

 
 


