
33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Homily 

In three parables Jesus gives us three pictures of faith and unbelief. Last week 

we heard the parable of the ten bridesmaids, next week we’ll hear the parable 

of the sheep and the goats and we’ve just heard the parable of the talents. 

The first thing to say about today’s parable is that it is not just an interesting 

story, but a message of eternal significance. Nor is it simply a moral tale about 

using the money and talents and time we have been given. Like the other two 

parables mentioned, it’s a story about Jesus and what people do with him.  

Jesus is the man going on a journey. The wealth given to the servants 

represents his grace. Two servants put their master’s wealth to work and both 

get a good return. The master is delighted: 

Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with small things; 

I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master’s 

happiness! 

The third makes an impression on the master for all the wrong reasons. There 

are different ways to invest money, the easiest being to put it in the bank and 

accumulate interest. Yet the third servant didn’t even do this. He simply buried 

his gift of money in the ground and then when the master returned makes a 

speech that reveals his contempt for his master’s gift. ‘Master, I knew that you 

are a hard man…’ A hard man?! His master gave him a bag of gold. For free! 

This was his golden ticket, a way out of servitude, but he scorned it.  

‘You are a hard man harvesting where you have not sown and gathering where 

you have not scattered’. In other words: You’re unreasonable, master. You 

don’t play by the rules. Who gives bags of gold to servants? You must be crazy. 

I want nothing to do with your reckless generosity and I feel quite justified in 

not playing your silly games. Besides, you gave me a great deal of money and I 

didn’t want to be held accountable for it. ‘So I was afraid and went out and hid 

your gold in the ground. See, here is what belongs to you. In other words: Take 

back your gift. I don’t need it, I don’t want it, and I will not be in your debt. All 

of which makes sense to the self-righteous mind which thinks: “If I don’t earn 

it, I don’t want it.” 

Jesus’ reaction to him echoes his reaction to the foolish bridesmaids: “I don’t 

know you”, and the goats: “Depart from me”.  ‘You wicked, lazy, good-for-



nothing servant! Take the talent from him; give it to those who will have it and 

work with it and throw him out into the dark where there will be weeping and 

grinding of teeth’. 

The faithful servants were faithful because they received the master’s gift. 

They are like those who prosper because they allow room for God’s grace to 

work in their lives. The lazy servant was unfaithful because he rejected the 

master’s gift. He represents those who miss out because they don’t trust the 

Lord and receive his undeserved gift of grace. In the end the third’s gift is taken 

away and he is sent into the outer darkness, not in punishment, but because 

he fears the master and has no wish to share in his happiness. 

Ultimately, all three servants get what they desire, and so do we. Those who 

want to receive the riches of God’s grace shall have it and have it in 

abundance. And those who prefer the solitary path of the self-made person, 

even though it leads to misery and darkness, shall have that too. 

So the takeaway message? Take the Master’s bag of gold and spend it, trade it, 

invest it, but don’t hand it back unopened and unused. God’s grace, like gold, is 

meant to be used, not buried in the ground. 

 


